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Sponsor a tree in Ireland at  
www.crann.ie  €10 and/or abroad 
at www.plant-for-the-planet.org. 

for €1. Send us a tree-mail at  orla@
easytreesie.com and www.easytreesie.

com if you can help out in any way; 
it’s a volunTREE project and we love 
a helping hand. In a favourite saying 
of Crann Patron President Michael D 
Higgins, Ní neart go cur le chéile – No 

strength without coming together. 

A week 
in the 
life of ...
ORLA FARRELL of Easy Treesie, a Board Member of Crann

I AM TELLING the Editor about 
the week ahead for the Easy 
Treesie/Crann Project. “Tree Day 
launch, Leinster House visit, a 
workshop Wednesday with the 
Rotary Club for secondary pupils, 
revisiting school children in 

Kilkenny, Environment Ireland Conference 
and a Green Flag raising. And all the while 
organising the planting parties for 30,000 
saplings in November donated by Coillte for 
Science Week.” 

“Well, I have a brilliant idea!” says Paddy. 
“A week in the life of the Easy Treesie project. 
Just make a list of your week and I’ll put it in 
Crann magazine.” 

Here, then, is a week in the life of Orla 
Farrell, teacher who retired early last year for 
a dare from a nine-year-old boy called Felix. 
Young Felix said in his German primary 
school to his classmates, “Come on, let’s plant 
a million trees in every country!” starting 
with an apple tree in their own school. They 
ran a competition with neighbouring schools 
and finally a million were planted. Then a 
3-million-tree project in Mexico. Today, 
70 countries are working with their school 
children on this now trillion-tree challenge 
with 15 billion trees listed on our UN counter 
already. 

Day 1
Our biggest planting event this week for Tree 
Day: the Central Bank staff are coming out. I 
load up the electric Leaf  (which can easily fit 
one helper, 30 children’s spades, 1,000 saplings, 

a box of gloves and a picnic basket) and pack 
my bag with the Hazelnut chocolate I was 
given at Plant-for-the-Planet HQ in Munich, 
along with some of our Crann magazines and 
calendars  to remind the schools and helpers 
we visit of our good work.

But first I check that the eight grant 
applications for the Local Authority 
Community Environment Action Fund, all 
due for submission today, have been received. 
It turns out one Council had a new way of 
sending in the form, not too tricky but now 
there is a character-count so the whole input 
needs editing down. Which is more important? 
Planting trees or looking for grants? They 
are both important! Luckily one of our able 
volunteers can be trusted with this task so the 
application goes in with time to spare. 

We had a TREE-mendous day with the 
Central Bank staff. You can find the details on 
Pg 35 of this issue. 

Later there are several calls to be made; 
along with volunteers from Swords we will be 
meeting with the new Fingal Parks Manager, 
Therese Casey. I am looking forward to 

updating Therese as it is she who sourced our 
original project of “a tree for every primary 
school in Ireland” which we finished planting 
last year. And a number of schools have been 
in touch through the Climate Ambassador 
Programme where I am a mentor, wanting 
to participate in some tree-planting which 
require responses. 

Day 2
I wake up next day to the very exciting news 
that we have received a grant from Patagonia, 
the outdoor clothing company, as one of their 
charity partners. The staff at their Dublin store 
had recommended us to their global head office 
as we have been running joint events. I cycle 
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to town to thank them all in person (it is an 
$8,000 grant!).  Two weeks previously, children 
at our joint Culture Night event planted an 
oak tree in their shop! I am also visiting the 
Dublin City Council Parks Manager, Les 
Moore, and Tree Officer Ludowic Beaumont 
to discuss expanding our project in the city 
from last year’s successful start. 

Later I attend a briefing in Leinster House 
on a Private Members Bill promoting tree-
planting where I raise some of the obstacles 
currently in place. Soon after, it is passed!

Day 3
Our Tree Day Event! I am really looking 
forward to today with the children at St 

Malachy’s in Finglas who have already planted 
over 1,000 trees in two mornings with us.  
Planting was in the nearby Tolka River Park 
where great nature restoration is happening 
with the river, now home to wild brown trout 
and kingfishers. I arrive with a beautiful big 
oak tree from the nursery for the ceremony. 
Surprise: the Lord Mayor of Dublin is 
coming! He had joined us at the earlier 
planting in the park to do the work so it is 
only fair that he comes to the party. He invites 
us to come and plant trees in the Mansion 
House garden! The Green Committee have 
the whole school assembled as well as many 
community members who had helped. Ruth, 
who teaches Room 1, hands me a note. “Thank 

you for the opportunity to plant trees. Our 
class really enjoyed it. We show our parents 
and our friends the trees we planted every time 
we are in Tolka Park. For years to come we can 
watch the trees grow while we grow too.”  It 
says it all!

Later I drop into the Science Foundation 
Ireland office to meet Rebecca Wilson with 
whom we are co-ordinating Science Week 
tree-planting events around the country. 
It’s exciting to be teaming up with this 
organisation, who got in touch with us through 
the Plant-for-the-Planet office in Germany. 
Professor Yvonne Buckley of Trinity College is 
hoping to hook up with us and with The Royal 
Irish Academy for an event in the coming 

Orla Farrell has a 
bucket list, gearing up 

for Climate  
Action Week

Apple trees for Biodiversity 
Week wait to be planted by 
children in the new orchard 

Planting trees 
with Easy Treesie/
Crann at Dublin 
City Farm 

Lord Mayor of Dublin Paul McAuliffe with Cllr Caroline Conroy and 
members of the Green Committee of St Malachy’s School, Finglas, who 
have planted 1,000 saplings with their school in Tolka River Valley this 
year as part of the Easy Treesie/Crann Project
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months to build on the buzz our Science Week 
activities will generate. 

Day 4
I attend the annual Environment Ireland 
Conference in Croke Park. This was addressed 
by the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment, Richard Bruton, 
who focused on identifying and delivering 
climate solutions. During question time he 
gives a shout-out to our project: “I know Orla’s 
work and I absolutely endorse her call for 
people to get involved with the project. I think 
planting of trees teaches children about the 
sustainability of the world but it also is in very 
practical terms a very significant way of abating 
carbon and helping our challenge.” Throughout 
the day I chat with lots of attendees who want 
to know more. Among these is a delegation 
from the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) who, with many others, are considering 
the best ways to offset carbon from their 
essential travel.  I recommend that, even if they 
are offsetting carbon anyway through carbon 
capture, why not have the added value of 
involving children in the tree-planting process 
in their own areas and even have some fun 
giving them a hand digging the holes? 

During the lunchtime break I unplug my 
Leaf and travel over to a nearby De La Salle 
school. Their student council is going to plant 
a ceremonial sapling with us. We are joined by 
the local Rotary Club and by REEL, a research 
group empowering educational leaders based 

in the Drumcondra Teacher and Education 
Centre. Networks such as these have been 
really important to the project. The teenagers 
have an impressive knowledge of scientific 
issues – Climate Change is a big concern for 
them and two-thirds of the pupils took part in 
the recent Climate Strike and are going back 
to talk to their schoolmates to arrange some 
further tree planting. 

Back at the conference I add our trees-
for-bees to the National Pollinator Plan 
and have a chat with a team from the EPA 
informatics group, COMPASS, interested in 
carbon offsetting for their essential travel. The 
Ordnance Survey offers help with mapping 
our trees; they like that we’ve been using 
envelopes made from old maps! I’m equipped 
with my stack of Crann calendars and recent 
issues of Crann magazine which explains our 
million-trees-on-public-land-with-youngsters 
mission and I present one to John Fitzgerald, 
Chair of the Climate Advisory Council, after 
his presentation where he urged a move to 
timber-frame construction to save on cement 
emissions. 

Day 5
We ran projects in six counties this year; it’s 
time to tap one along for next season. I travel 
to Goresbridge, Co Kilkenny, where we have 
already planted apple trees in the primary 
school and in their community orchard. The 
children have made a wonderful Kindness Tree 
in their school hall where I meet with Infants 

and Seniors – they already have impressive 
knowledge about local trees. We decide to 
plant more in their town in the months ahead, 
hopefully one for each of its 330 residents. We 
make a start by planting up a tiny oak grown 
in a classroom milk carton. I also meet with 
the new director of the Kilkenny Teacher and 
Education Centre (where we have more apple 
trees!) and the chairman of Love Kilkenny 
Tidy Towns, Peter Bluett. We will have trees 
being planted with the Office of Public Works 
in Kilkenny Castle this season and we aspire to 
extend children planting trees beyond a small 
project in one of the city’s 80 estates, Duke’s 
Meadows. 

A tree per resident in Kilkenny City: that is 
something to aspire to!

There is more excitement when I get home; 
our new class set of children’s spades has arrived, 
funded by the Dublin Airport Authority. These 
will be used for Fingal projects with the 
Swords Woodland Association.

WEEKEND
And it’s the weekend!  In the morning, some 
helpers are walking with me to St Anne’s Park 
after morning coffee to see how our new fruit 
trees are getting on in the City Farm. We 
will deal with correspondence and our social 
media, label the spades, match some gloves 
and plan next week. 

Then it’s time to relax with my husband, 
family and friends who do so much to keep 
the tree-show on the road

Thanks, Patagonia, for hosting 
our Tree-athalon Culture 
Night, with Poe-Tree from 
Dublin poet Anto Kerins


